
Call for Papers 
Knowledges 1n Mot1on: Black Travels, Belong1ng, and Transformat1ons 
  
The Colleg1um for Afr1can Amer1can Research (CAAR) 1s pleased to announce a call for 
proposals for the 2025 b1enn1al conference. After a four-year h1atus due to COVID-19 and 
other challenges, the 2025 conference w1ll be hosted by Humboldt Un1vers1ty Berl1n. The 
conference theme, “Knowledges 1n Mot1on: Black Travels, Belong1ng, and 
Transformat1ons,” reflects Afr1can and Afr1can-d1aspor1c product1on, cr1t1ques, and 
contr1but1ons to new d1scourses and ex1st1ng ep1stemolog1es. Short- and long-d1stance 
travels and m1grat1ons w1th1n and across reg1ons, cont1nents, and epochs have been at 
the center of the Black exper1ence 1n 1ts var1ed, complex, and transformat1ve forms. The 
colossal 1mpact of the movements of people of Afr1can descent along w1th 1deas, 
1deolog1es, and cultures are man1fested h1stor1cally and 1n the present: free and enslaved 
Afr1cans who used the1r knowledge and sk1lls to save and susta1n econom1es of Arab 
soc1et1es and the New World; the Nardal s1sters, Paulette and Jeanne, who, w1th A1mé 
Césa1re, Léon Damas, and Léopold Senghor, other sojourners 1n 1930s Par1s from French 
colon1es 1n the Car1bbean and Afr1ca, produced Negr1tude, an endur1ng analyt1cal 
category 1n Black stud1es; Kwame Nkrumah and Nnamd1 Az1k1we, who shared the1r 
knowledge about Afr1ca and the1r exper1ences as “Black subjects” 1n the Br1t1sh Emp1re, 
as they stud1ed 1n early twent1eth-century USA; Afr1can Amer1can Avant-guard enterta1ner 
Joseph1ne Baker, and l1terary scholar Langston Hughes, who helped mold the “Black 
culture craze” 1n Par1s 1n the early decades of the twent1eth century; d1verse Afr1can and 
Afr1can Car1bbean 1mm1grant commun1t1es 1n North and South Amer1ca, Europe, 
Austral1a, and As1a, whose members have tapped 1nto prem1grat1on knowledge and 
exper1ences to shape changes 1n the larger soc1et1es of the1r new homes; and 
subsequent-generat1ons of Afr1can descended m1grants, who, 1n phys1cal and 
cyberspaces, demonstrate hybr1d knowledge and sk1lls. 
  
The s1te of the 2025 CAAR conference obers a f1tt1ng reference for the movements and 
1nfluences of Afr1can and Black d1aspor1c knowledge, espec1ally as person1f1ed by W.E.B. 
DuBo1s, one of the most 1con1c f1gures of Black h1story. From 1892-1894, W.E.B. DuBo1s 
stud1ed at Fredr1ch-W1lhelms-Un1vers1tät, now Humboldt Un1vers1ty Berl1n. In th1s br1ef, 
but format1ve, per1od, Du Bo1s used the opportun1ty to further understand race, 
Blackness, and Amer1can rac1sm through the pr1sms of Germany’s 1ntellectual trad1t1ons. 
Berl1n was an 1mportant 1ntellectual s1te for Black scholars and art1sts such as Ala1n 
Locke, Paul Robeson, and Angela Dav1s, whose work 1n turn prov1ded cruc1al 1mpulses for 
and fostered 1nnovat1ve knowledge product1on 1n Germany. N1nety years after Du Bo1s’ 
ab1l1at1on w1th Humboldt, Audre Lorde’s stay at the Free Un1vers1ty Berl1n 1n 1984 and her 
cont1nu1ng engagement w1th scholars of the Black d1aspora 1n Berl1n had a far-reach1ng 
1mpact on Afro-German knowledge product1on and pol1t1cal act1v1sm, as well as Black 
transnat1onal relat1ons more generally. L1ke DuBo1s and other students and scholars who, 
1n the n1neteenth and twent1eth centur1es stud1ed and exchanged 1deas on the grounds of 
Humboldt, CAAR members w1ll convene on the same s1te to share the1r research and 
scholarsh1p, address1ng a var1ety of top1cs, some of wh1ch are endur1ng themes from 
prev1ous centur1es that cont1nue to shape pol1t1cal, econom1c, and soc1al developments 
of our t1me.  
  

https://caar2025.hu-berlin.de/en/call-for-papers/call-for-papers


We 1nv1te complete panels and 1nd1v1dual paper proposals that address the follow1ng sub-
themes: 
  

§ Europe as a S1te for Collaborat1on for D1aspor1c Knowledge Product1on 
§ Ep1stemolog1es 1n Afr1can, Ind1genous, Car1bbean, and D1aspor1c Commun1t1es 
§ Afr1can Amer1can and Afro-German Interact1ons 
§ Black C1t1zensh1p and Travel 
§ Black Travel Wr1t1ng 
§ Saudade and Imag1ned Long1ngs for Self and Home 
§ M1grat1on, Knowledge and Belong1ng 
§ Women as Carr1ers of Knowledge  
§ Gendered Knowledges 
§ Erot1c Des1re and Travel  
§ Blackness, Travels, and Foodways 
§ Cultural Shar1ng and Transformat1on 
§ Queer of Color Cr1t1que 
§ (D1s-) Ab1l1t1es and Travel 
§ Travel and Ab1rmat1on of Ind1gene1ty 
§ AI and Afro-Futur1sm 
§ Protest, Res1stance, and Global Struggles for Black L1berat1on 
§ Ep1stemolog1es of Ex1le 
§ H1stor1cal Preservat1on—Arch1ves, Museums and Repos1tor1es of Black 

Knowledge 
§ Memory and Memor1als 
§ Knowledge, Race, and Emp1re 
§ Dance, Mus1c, Theater, F1lm, and Popular Express1on/s 

  
All proposals should ,nclude a t,tle, a one-page CV or b,o sketch for each presenter, 
ema,l addresses for all presenters, and an abstract of no more than 250 words. 
Please subm,t your proposal for an ,nd,v,dual paper or a panel to caarknowledges-
2025@hu-berl,n.de by September 30, 2024. Not,f,cat,ons of acceptance of proposals 
w,ll be sent out by December 30, 2024.  
  
For ,nqu,r,es about the conference, please contact Eva Boesenberg 
(eva.boesenberg@hu-berl,n.de) and Onur Karaköse (onur.karakoese@hu-berl,n.de). 
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